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OHRID INSTITUTE ANNOUNCED NEW WORLD INDEXES 
 

 
 The OHRID Institute for Economic Strategies and 

International Affairs released a report regarding the Republic of 

Macedonia in the Global Competitiveness Report 2008-2009, 

published by the World Economic Forum. Macedonia is ranked 

89th out of 134 countries, five places up from last year's report. 

  

 Standard & Poor's Ratings Services took the first step 

toward a possible downgrade of Macedonia's currency ratings, 

saying deteriorating liquidity will impact the Eastern European 

country as external financing dries up and exports weaken. The ratings agency said that increased prices for 

imported energy, rapidly rising imports of capital goods and a fall in prices for metals and external demand for 

exported metals will lead to "rapid deterioration in Macedonia's current account deficit, to about 15% of [gross 

domestic product] in 2008, from 7.1% in 2007." 

 

 According to the Economic Freedom of the World report executed by the Canadian Frasier Institute, 

the Republic of Macedonia is ranked 85th out of 141 countries. The overall assessment of the Republic of 

Macedonia is 6.41, on a one to ten scale.  The Republic of Macedonia is in accordance with the economic 

freedom scale of 2006. In this index, Macedonia has remained consistently in 85th place, but this a drastic 

improvement from the 2004 rating, which placed Macedonia at 97th place. 

 

 Freedom House, an independent nongovernmental organization that supports the expansion of freedom 

around the world, has been monitoring political rights and civil liberties worldwide since 1972. Freedom House 

examines the state of freedom in all 193 countries and 16 strategic territories. The survey analyzes 

developments that occurred in 2008 and assigns each country a freedom status — Free, Partly Free or Not Free 

based on a scoring of performance in key freedoms. On the scale from 1 to 7 (1 being the highest level of 

Freedom), the Republic of Macedonia received a score of 3 for political and human rights. Compared to other 

Eastern and Central Europe countries, the survey has noted setback in the development of democracy in 

Macedonia and Bulgaria. 
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GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY IN SPENDING – SPENDOMETER   
 

 
 The OHRID Institute for Economic Strategies and 

International Affairs, on January 1, 2009, launched the Spendometer 

that measures the spending of the Government of the Republic of 

Macedonia.  This is a program that helps us see how much the 

government is spending per second, summarized from the beginning 

of the year. The Institute developed this instrument in order to 

increase the transparency and to inform the citizens of Macedonia 

about their government’s spending. 

 It is our hope that by making it easier for average citizens to 

track government spending, they will take a greater interest in government, ask more questions, and demand 

greater accountability in spending. After all, it really is your money.  Now you can quickly find out what it was 

spent on. 
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 INDEX OF ECONOMIC FREEDOM 2009- HERITAGE FOUNDATIO N 
 

 The OHRID Institute for Economic Strategies and International Affairs 

had the honor to announce the Index of Economic Freedom 2009. The Index of 

Economic Freedom is prepared by the Heritage Foundation.  The OHRID 

Institute, as their Macedonian partner, translated the analyses for the Republic of 

Macedonia. For 15 years, The Wall Street Journal and The Heritage Foundation 

have been measuring countries' 

commitment to free market capitalism 

in the "Index of Economic Freedom." The Heritage Foundation is a 

conservative think tank located in Washington, D.C. The Heritage 

Foundation was founded in 1978, and is very influential within the 

US conservative circles. Its mission is to formulate and promote 

conservative public policies based on the principles of free enterprise, 

limited government, individual freedom, traditional American values, and a strong national defense.  
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This year, for the first time, the Index also correlates 

economic freedom with important societal values like poverty 

reduction, human development, political freedom and 

environmental protection. The linkages are robust, with 

economically freer countries performing significantly better 

on every indicator of well-being. Covering 183 countries, and 

reviewing 10 specific freedoms, the 2009 Index of Economic 

Freedom tracks the link between economic opportunity and 

prosperity. Dr. Ed Feulner, President of the Heritage 

Foundation and US Ambassador Terry Miller, Editor of the 2009 Index of Economic Freedom and Director of the 

Center for International Trade and Economics (CITE), released this year's findings in Hong Kong – who has held the 

first place for the past several years in the Index's global rankings. The Index of Economic Freedom offers a time-

tested formula for sustained economic growth. As previous years, this year’s number one position is again held by 

Hong Kong, at 90 points, followed by Singapore (87.1), Australia (82.6), Ireland (82.2) and New Zealand (82). 

 

 Macedonia's economic freedom score is 61.2, making its economy partly free. The rank of Republic of 

Macedonia in the 2009 Index is 78th out of 183 countries. Its score remains almost unchanged from last year, 

reflecting a decline in business freedom that offset an improvement in freedom from corruption. Macedonia is 

ranked 33rd out of 43 countries in the Europe region. 
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INTERNATIONAL CURRICULUM PROGRAM 

(International Political Economy) 
 

  

 The OHRID Institute, in cooperation with the University American 

College, promoted a new program provided to the students of the University 

American College called the International Educational Program.  The 

International Educational Program offers an integrated one-semester course 

for students in their second and/or third year of studying Political Science 

and/or business Administration at the University American College. 

 The lectures presented in this Program uncover and clarify the connections that exist between political 

and economic institutions in the world. The concepts that will be presented here will build on practical 

experiences of professors from EU and the United States (including:  Harvard, Austria, Germany, Rome, Czech 

Republic etc) while incorporating theories and analysis of economics, politics, business, legal studies, and other 

related fields. The Educational Curriculum Program is a joint effort that relies on knowledge, expertise, and 

experience of distinguished partners of the OHRID Institute around the world, who not only consider the issues 

of development in an academic setting, but also apply them in their daily work with business associations, 

economic think tanks, and other private sector organizations. 

 The Macedonian students often do not have the opportunity to attend different International seminars, 

trainings, courses or have the opportunity to study abroad, mainly due to the financial issues and the current 

visa regime within Macedonia; this is a perfect opportunity for the Macedonian students to broaden their 

knowledge with international opinions and ideas, debate with distinguished international professors and win 

scholarships for studding abroad. For these reasons, the OHRID Institute decided to create this Educational 

Program, which offers a unique opportunity for the young students to gain professional and personal benefits, 

by acquiring new skills studying in accordance with the international standards of education. 

The program was a success itself, the students showed enormous interest for the program and the 

classes. Namely, the professors who came were all exceptional academics and experts who delivered their 

lectures in different way pointing out different issues of the international political economy. The professors 

utilized all their experience and transformed it in a fruitful lecture followed with a constructive debate.  The 

professors that were involved in the program were: Professor Barbara Kolm from Austria, Professor Ben Cohen 

from the United States, Professor Hardy Bouillon from Germany, Professor Roman Joch from Czech Republic, 

Professor Walter Andrysyszyn from the United States, Professor Mark Hanssen from the United States, 

Professor Pierre Garrelo from France, Professor Wofgang Muller from Germany and Professor Paul Swope 

from the United States. They elaborated topics related to the world economy and politics combined with 

everyday examples.  
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PROJECT “ELECTION AWARENESS AND PARTY RESPONSIBILIT Y 2009“ 
 

 

 

 

 

                  

The OHRID Institute once more worked with all political parties in Republic of Macedonia. This time the 

OHRID Institute in collaboration with the OSCE mission in Skopje implemented the project “Election 

Awareness and Party Responsibility 2009“. 

This project targeted the municipalities where there had been repeated problems during election campaigns and 

Election Day.  Mission monitors together with local counterparts observed a lack of communication between 

local political representatives during the times of elections, there is no discussion of the responsibilities of the 

local politicians when an election campaign derails or if there is chaos on the day of elections. This project 

addressed the local political actors creating a forum for discussion to improve election campaigns and have 

peaceful elections and what they can actively do to prevent a repeat of the troubles that was witnessed in for 

instance the 2008 parliamentary elections. The project gathered the local representatives of political parties 

previous to the election campaign and discussed how to have  peaceful election campaigns, what standards 

should be used and  how local politicians can influence the manner in which the elections will be held on a local 

level.   

 This project also hopes to establish a platform for discussion to be 

used as the election campaign begins; should there be a repeat of the 

pattern of violence and incidents, witnessed in previous campaigns, the 

idea is to gather the group of local politicians, discuss the events and how to proceed in a more conducive way 

and establish stability within the elections. The project executed 14 roundtables in municipalities in the former 

conflict area which have previously experienced difficult elections. The municipalities’ targeted were as 

follows; Tetovo, Bogovinje, Tearce, Zhelino, Gostivar, Vrapcishte, Struga, Kumanovo, Shuto Orizari, Cair, 

Lipkovo, Saraj, Aracinovo and Cucer Sandevo . 
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OHRID INSTITUTE PROMOTED THE INTERNATIONAL  

PROPERTY RIGHTS INDEX 2009  
 
 
 

  The OHRID Institute for Economic Strategies and International 

Affairs, partner organization to the Property Right Alliance, had the honor to 

announce the 2009 International Property Rights Index (IPRI).   In the 

International Property Right Index, data shows that countries that protect the 

physical and intellectual property of their people enjoy nearly nine times 

higher GDP per capita than countries ranking lowest in property rights 

protection. The International Property Right Index compares the protections 

of physical and intellectual property to economic stability in 115 countries 

representing 96 per cent of the world’s GDP.  With regards to the Republic 

of Macedonia the protection of property rights continues to be a challenge.  The Republic of Macedonia is 

ranked 97th place in the International Property Right Index, consistent with the results of the 2008 report.  

According to the IPRI ranking, the Republic of Macedonia has a score of 3.8, which is also consistent with 

the report findings of 2008. The 2009 IPRI comprises a total of ten variables, which are divided into three 

main components: Legal and Political Environment (LP), Physical Property Rights (PPR), and Intellectual 

Property Rights (IPR). Despite a large number of property rights related variables considered by the authors, 

the final IPRI study focuses only on core factors that directly relates to the strength and protection of private 

property rights. According to the core components of the International Property Right Index in the ranking 

of Legal and Political Environment (LP), the Republic of Macedonia has a score of 3.8, which shows slight 

progress when compared to the IPRI score of 2007 which was 3.7, and placing the Republic of Macedonia at 

83rd place. In terms of the Physical Property Rights (PPR) score, the Republic of Macedonia currently has a 

score of 4.6, which has decreased since the 2008 score of 4.9, placing the Republic of Macedonia at the 94th 

place out from 115 countries. And in the Intellectual Property Rights variable (IPR), Macedonia has a score 

of 2.9 ranking the republic of Macedonia at 104th place; one percent increase from the previous report in 

2008. 
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE "FREE MARKET ROAD SHOW 200 9" 
 
 

The OHRID Institute for Economic Strategies and International Affairs,  together with fellow think 

tanks and partners from Austria, United States, Slovakia, Croatia, Montenegro, Liechtenstein, Great Britain and 

France, had the honor of hosting the International Conference “Free-Market Road Show® 2009”. 

The Free Market Road Show® is a conference initiated by the Hayek Institute of Vienna, Austria, and is 

supported by the Austrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  The international conferences took place in Skopje on 

May 11th and featured a number of renowned experts from around the world, including Europe, the United 

States and Macedonia.  The general topic at this year’s Free-Market Road Show was “Financial Crisis:  

Government Failure or Market Failure.”  The diverse experience and background of the speakers allowed for 

various dialogues regarding everyday situations, presentations of the consequences and management strategies 

in the different sectors of the economy.  The conference in Skopje hosted more than 170 participants and 18 

active speakers including both foreign and domestic experts, state representatives, ambassadors, professors, 

politicians, business leaders, and students.  

The conference was opened by the Foreign Minister of the Republic of Macedonia, H.E. Antonio 

Milososki.  In his address speech, greeted the initiative of the OHRID Institute and the Hayek Institute, and 

referenced the global crisis implications, not only in the economic sector but also in the social and political 

sectors as well. According to Milososki, 2009 would be difficult for all countries, including Macedonia.  

Because Macedonia’s large trading partners are also suffering from the current recession, the country’s 

exporting companies will be faced with many challenges as a result. The participants unanimously concluded 

throughout the conference that the world is facing a devastating crisis on a large scale, but, nevertheless, over 

protectionism may also bring unexpected consequences. The participants also generally said that the crisis will 

eventually pass, and all countries need to face down with it and bring careful decisions for the decrease of the 

consequences.  The OHRID Institute received excellent feedback for the success of the Free Market Road Show 

2009, and many congratulations were also given for the professionalism held throughout the conference.  
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OHRID INSTITUTE BOOK PROMOTION FOR “RECOMMENDATION FOR DEVELOPMENT OF 
THE ROAD AND RAILWAY INFRASTRUCTURE OF REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA” 

 
 

Through the initiative of the OHRID Institute for Economic Strategies and International Affairs, Skopje 

experts and eminent engineers elaborated exhaustive research and analysis in the area of transport 

infrastructure, which lead to the successful, well-developed, popular book, “Recommendation for development 

of the Road and Railway Infrastructure of Republic of Macedonia”.  The OHRID Institute had the honor of 

publishing and promoting this book on Wednesday, June 10th, 2009.   

The OHRID Institute hosted a book promotion for “Recommendation for development of the Road and 

Railway Infrastructure of Republic of Macedonia”.  The Executive Director of the OHRID Institute, Ms. 

Biljana Janeva opened the book promotion to the public, where there were more then 200 people in attendance.  

The book’s success was visible through the attendance and popularity of the information and material covered. 

Media from all over Republic of Macedonia witnessed the event interviewed one of the book’s experts for one 

of the private television stations.  

Ms. Janeva stressed that Republic of Macedonia, with it's extremely vantage central point on the 

Balkans, represents a crossroad for the Balkans, but because of the insufficient development of the 

infrastructure covering Republic of Macedonia from east to west, there has been no such benefit as of yet.  The 

book provides recommendation and calls for developmental changes in the finance, technology and 

management areas of the transport system. The study concludes that the changes are essential for the progress 

of the Macedonian economy as a whole.  

According to the OHRID Institute, the road and the railway infrastructure are of great importance for 

the overall development of the country. In that regards, the Institute initiated this project, which provides the 

public with one cross-section of the currents situation in the transport infrastructure, as well as expert 

recommendation for improvement of the current situations.  �

Moreover, this book analyzes the current status of the transport system of Republic of Macedonia, 

develops a long-term vision for improvement of that system and what the state should do to turn this strategy 

into reality.  And for the time being, in Republic of Macedonia the OHRID Institute is the first organization to 

elaborate on the importance of this topic and formulate it into an extensive publication. 

The OHRID Institute and the authors of this policy paper, Mr. Goran Mijoski, Mr. Ljupco Todorovski 

and Dr. Zoran Krakutovski, acknowledged and dedicated this book to Dr. Aleksandar M. Lepavcov- Former 

Minister for Planning, Architecture, Transport and Ecology, the first government of independent Republic of 

Macedonia.  
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